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Sampling Burns Night Shenandoah
By Sarah Kohrs

Celtic music—performed by Doc Shelton
on guitar and Sweetgrass, a group of
musicians that include Marty Hoerr on
fiddle and recorder, Holly Ohlin on cello
and Lee Scharf on fiddle, the Scottish
brogue of host Bruce McClinton, a
smattering of bagpipe tunes by Russ Kohrs
and a Happenings-catered buffet dinner
delighted approximately 65 guests on
Saturday, January 25 at the second annual
Burns Night Shenandoah.
"Brose and Butter," a traditional air used to
pipe in the guests at such celebrations,
captured the attention of the audience as
much as the Scottish attire of Highlands
bagpiper Kohrs, donning a Galbraith kilt
and faux-rabbit fur sporran, Prince Charlie
jacket and a sghian dubh dagger.
Following the Selkirk Grace, Kohrs piped in
the haggis, carried on an antique silver
tray by chef Heather Frazier Silvious.

Gallery Artists Were
"Seeing Red" in Feb.

“As a pescaterian, I was delighted to see the
seafood option,” said attendee Laurel
Vaughan. Indeed, the dinner celebration,
mingling Burns's poetry, music and food
offered much to appease any palate. Hot
and cold beverages, as well as an array of
drinks (including Scotch), was made
available by the Woodstock Moose Lodge
bartender.
Then came the real meat of the evening—
toasts to the lassies and the laddies
written by Lee Scharf; a poem “Farewell to
the Highlands” read by Barbara Billings;
and especially The Appreciation — an
effort to recognize the immortal memory
of Scottish poet Robbie Burns through the
reading of his poetry. Between poems,
host Bruce McClinton, proffered snippets
about Burns's views on important topics
of his day.
With or without Scottish or Celtic heritage,
anyone can appreciate an evening of
cultural experience, which is one of the

Holly Ohlin and Lee Scharf, two-thirds of the musical trio,
Sweetwater (not pictured is Marty Hoerr) play a Scottish
tune at the second annual Burns Night Shenandoah held in
January at the Moose Lodge in Woodstock.

goals of VECCA, the event's sponsor. A
portion of the proceeds from the evening
will benefit the writers' group, which plans
to add a creative writing scholarship to
the music and art scholarships VECCA
already offers to graduating seniors.
Burn's Night Shenandoah wrapped up
with the traditional strains of “We'll take a
cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.”

Call for Entries to Shenandoah Valley's
Second Annual ArtFest
Fine artists and artisans are invited to apply to
participate in the second annual Shenandoah Valley
ArtFest scheduled for Saturday, June 27 from noon
until 8 pm in downtown Woodstock.
This event coincides with the annual Vintage
Woodstock street festival which will feature live
music, food trucks, beer, wine and games for the
entire family.
Interested artists must apply for entry by April 1 by completing an application form and submitting
photos of three works that are representative of the artist's style, a statement or biography of 200
words or less and an entry fee of $15.
A jury will select the participating artists who will be notified by April 17.

In lieu of a featured artist of the month for
February, 7 East Gallery members mounted a
special show highlighting the color red in
their work.The show will hang through
February 29.

www.VECCA.org | @VECCArts

Participating artists can choose between an open air space, their own individual tent or canopy or
space in a shared tent for an additional fee.
Exhibitors must be present to show their work throughout the event and are encouraged to provide
live demonstrations, if possible.
Application forms are available online at www.VECCArts.org or at 7 East Gallery, 123 S. Main St., Woodstock. For
information, contact Katie Mercer at katie.mercer@townofwoodstockva.gov.
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Calendar of Events
Workshops
Friday, Oct. 16 – Sunday, Oct. 18
Still Life Paintings That Rock in Pastel
with Lisa Ober lisaober.com
9:00 am – 4:00 pm at St. Paul's Heritage Center
106 S. High St., Edinburg
Learn how to create a wildly successful still life
painting in pastel from sketch to signature.
Artists of all levels. Cost: $325 members; $350
non-members. A $175 deposit, is required with
registration to reserve your place. Balance due
first day of class. Class size limited to 16. Contact
Donna Patton at 540-459-4226 or
dkpatton@shentel.net.

Monday, July 13 – Monday, August 17
Watercolor Basics II
with Martha Mobley
3:00 – 5:00 pm OR 6:00 – 8:00 pm
at 7 East Gallery Studio Space
123 S. Main St., Woodstock
Review of basics and focus on composition,
design and fixing mistakes. Some supplies
provided. $165 for VECCA members, $175 for nonmembers. Contact Donna Patton 540-459-4226
or dkpatton@shentel.net.

Ongoing
Guitar Lessons
with Larry Sasscer, 540-933-6496

Classes

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 9:00 pm at 7 East Gallery
All levels. $15 per half-hour private lesson.

After School Art for Kids
Thurdays from March 12 – April 9

Open Studio

with Roberta Demski distinctiveartdesign.com
3:45 – 5:15 pm at 7 East Gallery Studio Space
123 S. Main St., Woodstock
Five-week series of after-school art classes for
elementary grades 2 – 4; $50 per student or $40
for more than 1 child per household
Contact Donna Patton at 540-459-4226 or
dkpatton@shentel.net.

After School Art for Kids
Thurdays from April 23 – May 21
with Roberta Demski distinctiveartdesign.com
3:45 – 5:15 pm at 7 East Gallery Studio Space
123 S. Main St., Woodstock
Five-week series of after-school art classes for
middle school grades 5 – 8; $50 per student or
$40 for more than 1 child per household
Contact Donna Patton at 540-459-4226 or
dkpatton@shentel.net.

Monday, May 23 – Monday, June 29
Watercolor Basics I
with Martha Mobley
3:00 – 5:00 pm OR 6:00 – 8:00 pm
at 7 East Gallery Studio Space
123 S. Main St., Woodstock
Learn watercolor basics like color mixing, layering,
and washes. Some supplies provided.
$165 for VECCA members, $175 for non-members
Contact Donna Patton 540-459-4226 or
dkpatton@shentel.net.

Wednesdays 9:00 am – noon, 7 East Gallery
123 S. Main St., Woodstock. Free. Contact Dan Voss
549-459-5043

Events
Saturday, April 18
Shenandoah County Art Lover's Trail
10:00 am – 4:00 pm at 7 East Gallery
7 East Gallery is one stop on the county's trail to
highlight local artists and artisans. Stop by for
a special treat.

Writers' Group
Last Sunday of each month from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at 7
East Gallery. Contact Sarah Kohrs at 434-922-2029
or senkohrs@gmail.com

7 East Gallery

(a VECCA partner)
123 S. Main St., Woodstock, VA 22664
Open M & Th– Sat. 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Sun. 1:00 – 4:00 pm

March Artist of the Month
"New Light"
By August Hoerr
Reception: Thurs., March 5 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm

April Artist of the Month
TBA

May Artist of the Month
"Spring in Woodstock"
By Nina Tisara
Reception: Sunday, May 31, from 2:00– 4:00 pm

First Thursday Open House
1st Thursday of each month
5:00 – 7:00 pm at 7 East Gallery
Meet some of the 20 artists behind the art and
enjoy munchies and sips.

VECCA Board Meeting
2nd Wednesday of each month
6:30 p.m. at 7 East Gallery
Contact Laurel Vaughan at 703-975-2245 or
vaughan@shentel.net.

Member News
Sarah Kohrs's poem, "Unfolding Beauty," will be
published in Lucky Jefferson's Exposed issue for
Spring 2020. Her poem, "Star jasmine scales the
trellis," placed 7th out of 750 poems for the 2019
Soap Haiku Contest offered by Whole Life
Soaps. Her photograph, "Faucet," is printed in
the most recent 2020 issue of Gulf Stream
Literary Magazine.

Exhibits
Shenandoah Co. Admin. Bldg.,
600 N. Main St., Woodstock

Friday, Jan. 11 – Friday, March 13
Pastel & Water Media Show
Friday, March 13 – Friday, May 8
VECCA/Coffelt Student Art Show
Friday, May 8 – Friday, July 10
Photography Show
Ongoing
Art in the Halls

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
VECCA reserves the right to cancel & refund tuition
for any class at any time for any reason. Typically,
the decision to cancel is based on enrollment 8
days prior to class start date, although some
instructors require 30-day cancellation notification.
Most students who cancel their registration 8 or
more days prior to class start date will receive a full
refund. Students who cancel their registration 7
days prior to or after the start date will receive a
refund at the instructor's discretion.

Shenandoah Memorial Hospital Surgery Ctr.

Announcements
Small Works Award Winners
Judged by: Kathy Dill, artist & Central High School
art teacher
Best in Show: “Overgrown Field” by
Laurel Vaughan
1st Place: “Forsaken” by Janet Kuller
2nd Place: “Poppy” by Janet Kuller
3rd Place: “Cock-a-doo” by Donna Patton
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Honorable Mention: “Nags Head” by
Sophie Donlin
Honorable Mention: “Fall Trilogy 3” by Kevin
Byrne.

Pastel & Water Media Award Winners
Judged by: Paul Zdepski, Adjunct Professor of Art at
GMU & Associate Professor of Graphic Arts at
University of Maryland Global Campus, UMGC

Best in Show: “Canyon Wall” by Laurel Vaughan
1st Place: “Turquoise Barn, Rte 42” by
Lynne Crumpacker
2nd Place: “Friendly Cow” by Roberta Demski
3rd Place: “Anthurium” by Debra Cooper
Honorable Mention: “Lillies 1” by Gilda Allen
Honorable Mention: “Summer Storm” by
Anne McFarland

Pa

ARTIST PROFILE

Long-Time
Gallery Member:
Pat Buynak

Pat Buynak

Pat began studying art through adult
education and various classes in the
1970's. Dabbling in painting off and on,
she then studied with watercolor
artist, teacher, and author, Phil
Metzger of Rockville, Md. Once settled
in her new home in Woodstock, Pat
continued her art education taking
classes offered through VECCA as well
as other workshops in pastels and
watercolor. She mainly paints in
watercolor, but has also completed

Partner with a Local
Business to Display
Your Art
Shendandoah County Tourism
is looking for artists who wish
to exhibit their work at a local
business during Shenandoah
County Art Lovers Trail
(formerly Gardens, Galleries &
Gapes) on Saturday, April 18.
For more information, contact
Kary Haun at 540-459-6764.

pieces in oil and acrylics. Subject
matter varies, but she especially likes
to paint winter scenes. She has been
comissioned to paint still life, pet
portraits, to capture a country home
in watercolor, as well as portraits of
her three daughters-in-law.
She and her husband, Pete (also an
artist) have been involved with VECCA
for more than 18 years and were
among the original group who opened
7 East Gallery. They both were
instrumental in bringing in highly
recognized artists such as Lynne
Yancha, Phil Metzger and Fran McCall
to teach watercolor classes.

"Mia" in watercolor

Besides her art, Pat is also an
accomplished soloist. She studied voice
with Barbara Strong and for several
years performed in several leading
roles in Theater Shenandoah
productions. With guitarist Dave
Lewis, Pat recorded a CD of authentic
civil war music, which is available for
sale at 7 East Gallery.
She currently sings in the choir and
performs solos at Mt. Olive United
Methodist Church under the musical
direction of Mona Casteel. Prior to
moving to the Valley, she performed
with the Washington Savoyards in
several Gilbert & Sullivan productions.
She looks forward to continuing her
music and art eduction and being a
part of the "cultural" scene of the Valley.

Selfie With an Elfie

"Stony Creek" in watercolor

Debra Cooper for the gallery's holiday
celebration held on the first Thursday in
December.
For information on spring after school
classes for kids or a First Thursdays event
schedule, refer to the Calendar of Events
on the preceding page.

VECCA SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS DUE
APRIL 8
Aaliyah Grim, one of the students who
regularly participates in VECCA's after
school art classes for kids, has her picture
snapped with a Christmas elf. The elf was
part of a Christmas promotion created by

Graduating Shenandoah County
high school (or home-schooled)
music & art majors are eligible.
For information or applications,
visit www.VECCA.org
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2020 OFFICERS
President: Laurel Vaughan
Vice-President: Debra Kibler
Treasurer: Donna Crabill
Secretary: Sarah Kohrs
2020 BOARD
Jane Beasley, Debra Cooper, Diane Gould,
Bill Grillo, Sharon Isralow, Jennifer Luvaas,
John Makely, Donna Patton, Doc Shelton
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Development: Jennifer Luvaas

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Events: Jane Beasley

Dianna Bennett, Beth Cristy, James Davidson,
Ellen Fairchild Flugel, Sylia Frye, Gary Grant,
Ann Heap, August Hoerr, Richard Lapuz,
Rhonda Melton, Joseph Severino,
Billy Smelser, Kathryn Turner

Facilities: Bill Grillo
Membership: Debra Kibler
Programs: Donna Patton
Newsletter Editor: Laurel Vaughan
703-975-2245, vaughan@shentel.net

Thanks to all members who have renewed their
membership. in the past 3 months. For more
information on becoming a VECCA member, see insert.

Newsletter Contributors: Sarah Kohrs,
Donna Patton, Barbara Randel

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear VECCA Members,
Happy Spring!
VECCA is busy planning lots of events and
activities, classes and workshops for you, our
members. We will be announcing them in this
newsletter in the coming months.
Speaking of planning, we have formed a
strategic planning committee to develop new
events and activities for the future, but we
can't do this without your help. We need
feedback from you about current and
proposed activities. That's why we developed
the survey included with your membershop
renewal letter. Or you can visit www.VECCA.org
and fill out the two brief surveys online. I hope
you will take a few minutes of your time to
share your opinions.

In order to expand our mission and offer new
events and activities, we also need volunteers.
Please take a moment to indicate how you
would be interested in assisting. Any amount of
time you could spare—whether it's serving as a
class aide, hanging a show, or just printing
labels—anything would be greatly appreciated.
And we're not just seeking artists. We need
people with all sorts of skills and experience.
So please won't you complete the checklist at
the bottom of your membership renewal form
and return with your check.
Another way you can help is to let your friends
and neighbors know about VECCA classes and
events. We offer programs for children, adults
and seniors citizens. We offer programs for

E-mail: VECCArts@gmail.com

Twiiter: @VECCArts

Facebook: @VECCArts

Website: VECCA.org

beginners and hobbyists as well as experienced
and professional artists. VECCA has something
for everyone.
Wishing you an artful year,
Laurel Vaughan, VECCA President

WELCOME NEW SPONSORS

Bronze: George Tussing
For more information on becoming a VECCA
business sponsor, contact Sarah Kohrs
senkohrs@gmail.com or call (434) 922-2029
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